






Department name

Joint PhD Supervision/Cotutelle - Gain double recognition!

Xiang (ROBINSON) DEBAO, CHINA 
CoTUTELLE PHD in international communication 
 
“�Macquarie University and Tsinghua University have a long friendship. I met my supervisor 

Professor Naren Chitty at the Graduate Workshop in Tsinghua in 2005. 

Professor Chitty’s academic achievement impressed me, and he encouraged me to complete my 
thesis with a cotutelle program. 

It is a wonderful opportunity for me. It broadens my perspective and allows me to publish in 
English and Chinese, and to obtain two degrees from leading universities.

I hope that my research will help people understand more about China and promote a more 
balanced picture.” 

In addition to the usual direct entry PhD, Macquarie University encourages joint PhD enrolment 
(known as “Cotutelle” in France) with research active overseas universities.

Simultaneous enrolment at Macquarie and one of our partner universities will enable students to submit one thesis for joint 
recognition. About half of the student’s time will be spent at each university and travel funds are provided. Students will be 
supervised by researchers at the two universities and meet all the requirements to graduate at both of them. 

Eligible cotutelle students are entitled to the MQRES (Macquarie University Research Excellence Scholarship) which provides full 
tuition payment and a living allowance/stipend of around AU$20,000 per year. The following are some examples of our existing 
cotutelle agreements: 

HOST UNIVERSITY DEGREE

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA 	 PhD – Animal Behaviour

Frankfurt University, Germany	 PhD – International Studies

University Montpellier 2, France PhD - Earth and Planetary Sciences

Linkoping University, Sweden	 PhD – Education

Tsinghua University, China PhD - International Communications

University of Sao Paulo, Brazil	 PhD – Advanced Medicine

University of Trento, Italy PhD – Cognitive Science

To view a list of partner universities participating in joint PhD programs visit www.international.mq.edu.au/research. 

Because of the nature of joint PhD programs, a legally binding Joint PhD Supervision Agreement between the two universities is 
required before a student commences his/her joint enrolment (a sample Agreement can be found at  
www.international.mq.edu.au/research). 

 

Enquiries and further information
The HDR Marketing & Development Team at Macquarie International (MI HDR) facilitates all matters related to joint PhD 
agreements. To contact the MI HDR team, email MI_HDR@mq.edu.au. 
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